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[His version of Shakspere's Cymbeline is entitled]
The / Injured Princefs, / or the / Jfatal SBager: / As it was
Afted at the / Theater-Royal, / By His Majefties Servants./ By
Tho. Durfey, Gent. / London: / Printed for R. Bentley and M.
Magnes in Ruffel-Jlreet in / Covent-Garden, near the Piaxxa.
i682./ 4to.
The Prologue.
S~\ Ld Plays like Miftreffes, longjince enjoy'd,
Long after pleafe, whom they before had cloyed;
For Fancy chews the Cudd onpajl delight,
And cheats itjelf to a new Appetite.
But then this fecond Fit comes notfojlrong,
Like fecond Agues, neither fierce nor long:
What you have known before, grows fooner Jlale,
And lefs provokes you, than an untold Tale.
That but refrejhes what before you knew,
But this difcovers fomething that is new ;
Hence 'tis, that at new Plays you comefofoon,
Like Bride-grooms, hot to go to Bed ere noon !
Or, if you are detairidfome little fpace,
Thejlinking Footman's fent to keep your place.
But, when a Play's revitfd, youjlay and dine,
1 Durfey doesn't condescend to mention Shakspere in his performance.
A later adapter of another play had more modesty. See the extract from
John Sheffield, Earl of Mulgrave, 1692, p. 382, below.